
 

 

 
GEODIS is transporting a replica of the Virgin of  

Notre-Dame de Paris through the dioceses of France 
 
GEODIS has been assigned the exceptional task of transporting an exact replica of the Notre Dame de 
Paris statue, the Virgin of the Pillar, through the dioceses of France. During this 4,000-kilometre journey, 
the statue will be exhibited in eight French cities, allowing the general public an opportunity to 
participate in the reopening of Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris on December 8, 2024. 
 
GEODIS, the world leader in transport and logistics, has been undertaking an exceptional mission since 
September 5, 2024: transporting across the dioceses of France an exact replica of the statue of Notre-
Dame de Paris, the Virgin of the Pillar. This statue, dating from the 14th century, depicts the Virgin Mary 
holding the Child Jesus. It miraculously escaped the in 2019. After having been taken to safety, a replica 
was installed in Saint-Germain l’Auxerrois church in Paris. 
 
This “made-to-measure” transport service, commissioned by the Diocese of Paris and performed by 
GEODIS’s Distribution and Express Line of Business, will enable worshipers to contemplate this historic work 
of art before it is returned to Notre Dame.  
 
During a two-month period, GEODIS will cover more than 4,000 kilometers. The exceptional operation 
began when the statue was collected from Notre-Dame Cathedral on September 5. On the exhibition tour, 
GEODIS will transport the statue to Belfort, Lille, Gap, Versailles, Paris, Dijon, Rennes and Limoges.  
 
In addition to the national tour, the replica of the statue is featuring in a novena across Paris from 
November 7 to 15, where it is exhibited in 15 churches and chapels across the capital. During this Paris stage, 
GEODIS teams are responsible for moving and reinstalling the statue several times a day in different places 
of worship. A detailed schedule is in an appendix. 
 
Charles-Louis de Vogüé, GEODIS regional director for Champagne-Ardenne-Est, said: “GEODIS is proud to 
be taking part in this unique mission, contributing to the preservation and promotion of France’s cultural 
and spiritual heritage. The Paris novena represents a real logistical challenge, requiring delicate handling 
and very precise planning so that the statue can be admired by the faithful throughout the capital.”  
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To ensure the secure transport of this unique piece, GEODIS has designed bespoke packaging to contain 
the statue, which is more than 2 meters tall and weighs 150 kg, as well as another bespoke crate to contain 
the stand specially designed to display the statue. 
 
GEODIS is also responsible for installing the statue on its display stand at each venue. Between each 
exhibition, the statue is housed in a GEODIS warehouse in Reims, where a thorough inspection is carried 
out, including checking the condition of the statue and the battery level of the display stand for the 
illumination of the statue. 
 
 
 
GEODIS – www.geodis.com 
 
GEODIS is a leading global logistics provider acknowledged for its expertise across all aspects of the supply 
chain. As a growth partner to its clients, GEODIS specializes in four lines of business: Global Freight 
Forwarding, Global Contract Logistics, Distribution & Express Transport, and European Road Network. With 
a global network spanning nearly 170 countries and 53,000 employees, GEODIS is ranked no. 5 in its sector 
across the world. In 2023, GEODIS generated €11.6 billion in revenue. GEODIS is a company owned by SNCF 
group.  
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Exhibition schedule for the Statue of the Virgin  
 

- September 6 to 9 - Belfort Cathedral 
- September 25 to October 7 – Lille Cathedral 
- October 16 to 21 – Gap Cathedral 
- October 30 to November 4 – Saint-Louis Cathedral, Versailles  
- November 7 to 15 – novena in Paris 
- November 16 to 20 – Saint-Bénigne Cathedral, Dijon 
- November 21 to 25 – Saint-Pierre Cathedral, Rennes 
- November 28 to December 2 – Saint-Étienne Cathedral, Limoges 

 
 

Novena of exhibitions in Paris of the Statue of the Virgin  
 
 From November 7 to 15, the statue will be displayed in sixteen Parisian places of worship  
 

- Thursday, November 7  
o Jeanne Garnier hospice 
o Notre-Dame de l’Assomption church, Passy 

- Friday, November 8 
o Saint-Joseph Hospital 
o Notre-Dame du Rosaire church 

- Saturday, November 9  
o Sacré-Cœur basilica 

- Sunday, November 10 
o Sainte-Marie des Batignolles church 
o Notre-Dame de la Gare church 

- Monday, November 11 
o Sainte-Félicité maternity home 

- Tuesday, November 12 
o Bakhita House 
o Immaculate Conception church 

- Wednesday, November 13 
o Tenon Hospital 
o Notre-Dame de Lourdes church 

- Thursday, November 14  
o Notre-Dame des Champs church 
o Saint-Germain-des-Prés church 

- Friday, November 15  
o Notre-Dame des Victoires church 
o Saint-Germain l’Auxerrois church 


